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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR HOME CARE PACKAGE CHANGES? 
 
Yarram and District Health Service (YDHS) is encouraging Home Care Package recipients to ensure they’re 
aware of changes coming to the system later this year. 
 
From 1 July 2025, Home Care Packages will be replaced by the new Support at Home program. 
 
The new program forms part of the response to the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety and 
brings together the current in-home aged care programs. 
  
According to YDHS Director Primary Healthcare Mitchell Schwenke, the new program aims to provide a simpler, 
more equitable system for accessing support to help older Australians stay living in their homes for longer. 
 
“We know that plenty of older Australians want to remain living in their homes for as long as possible and 
programs like Support at Home aim to provide that,” Mr Schwenke said. 
 
The Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care is putting in place arrangements to transition existing 
Home Care Package recipients to the Support at Home program from 1 July 2025 at their current funding levels. 
 
“This means that existing Home Care Package recipients will receive a Support at Home budget that matches 
their existing Home Care Package budget,” Mr Schwenke said. 
 
“For many people, they’ll probably notice very little change from 1 July”. 
 
YDHS has been working hard to notify all existing Home Care Package recipients of the upcoming changes and 
will continue to keep them informed in the lead up to, during, and after the transition to the new program. 
 
“As with anything new or when changes occur, we know that people will have questions and we’re committed to 
ensuring that we answer these,” Mr Schwenke said. 
 
“We’ve written to all Home Care Package recipients and will be hosting a series of information sessions in June 
to provide more information about these changes, but if people have any questions in the meantime, we’d 
encourage them to get in touch with us today to discuss these”. 
 
As a result of the new program, YDHS may have to review the costs for some of its home care services, however 
it is commited to consulting with those who utilise these services regarding any potential changes. 
 
“We obviously have to be able to deliver these services in a way that is financially sustainable both for us as a 
health service but also for consumers and we’re keen to ensure that these services remain as cost-effective and 
accessible as possible to the greatest number of people,” Mr Schwenke said. 
 
Anyone looking for more information regrding these changes is encouraged to contact Stacey Cormack, Manager 
Community Care at YDHS on 5182 0258. 
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