
 

 

IN THIS MONTHS EDITION: 
 

 Welcome 

 CEO Message 

 Infection Control Update 

 Questions/Suggestions 

 International Nurses Day 

 Allied Health at YDHS 

 YMC Update 

 myGov and Group Certificates 

 FB Staff Group 

 National Volunteer Week 

 

FUN FACTS 
 

 Scorpions are classed 
as Arachnids 

 31% of human bone is 
comprised of water 

 Only 5% of the jelly-
fish’s body is not water 

 The tongue is one of 
the strongest muscles in 

the human body. 
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Welcome to all new staff that have joined us 
recently, including: 

 

    

 

 
      
 

Unfortunately due to the COVID-19 epidemic we are unable to  
conduct our bi-monthly staff meetings. If you wish to have any  
queries answered or topics discussed please feel free to email  
executive.assistant@ydhs.com.au. We can then highlight these  

issues/topics in our monthly Grapevine and/or our Facebook group. 

Got News or Events to share 
with the YDHS family? 

Do you have News or Events to 
share with the YDHS family? 

Hannah Corkery 

Graduate Nurse 

 
 

Michelle Papp 

Acting People and 
Culture Manager 



Hi Everyone, 

 

Well, I am sure that everyone is coming to terms with the new 
world we find ourselves in with the COVID 19 pandemic. 

I wish to thank and commend our staff for the way that you have all 
adapted your workflows and daily activities to incorporate the 2 ma-
jor strategies of social distancing and hand hygiene. 

Thanks to staff who participated in the asymptomatic swabbing 
blitz, where all swab results were negative.  

Congratulations to all Nurses for International Nurse’s Day on 12th 
May. Our nurses do a fabulous job. I particularly commend the way 
our nurses have responded to the COVID 19 actions at YDHS. 

The IHCC is nearing the end of construction and we anticipate a 
handover of the build mid-June, though no confirmed date at this 
stage. We will keep you updated. 

Most teams are now conducting daily huddles to look at their work-
loads and any challenges for the day. The Senior Managers are then 
having their own daily huddles to bring that information together to 
have an organisational understanding of the activities of the day. 

I wish to acknowledge our Volunteers at YDHS during this week as 
Volunteers week. We miss having you around and hope that in due 
course we will be able to let you know when it will be safe to be on-
site again. Stay well and safe until then. 

 

CEO Message  



Over the coming weeks we will be rolling out key messages from our 
strategic plan. The first of these messages is “3 Ways Hospital Cul-
ture Can Save Lives”. We have framed posters that will be hung in 
every department to remind us all of our obligations to speak up if 
we see something that is unsafe without fear of retaliation or 
blame. We then need to ensure we address the problem and use as 
a learning opportunity. 

Please keep up the great work. 

Regards, 
Bernadette  



The 2020 influenza vaccination campaign was a huge success, we have 
achieved 99.4% of all staff vaccinated (so far), which includes 100% of direct 
care staff been vaccinated which includes residential aged care workers, 
nurses, doctors, personal carers, allied health, etc. Fantastic effort! Thank 
you all for your participation.  

I would also like to thank all the staff who presented for asymptomatic 
COVID19 nose and throat swabbing as part of the testing blitz in Victoria. I 
am very thankful and proud of our staff, putting the community, their pa-
tients and residents first. Cheers. 

It is my pleasure (and relief!) to advise that all results have now been report-
ed, and none have tested positive for COVID-19. 

The current COVID-19 testing criteria for the general public is: 

Patients who meet the following clinical criteria: 

Fever OR chills in the absence of an alternative diagnosis that explains the 
clinical presentation 
OR 
Acute respiratory infection (e.g. cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, run-
ny nose or anosmia) 

Note: In addition, testing is recommended for people with new onset of oth-
er clinical symptoms consistent with COVID-19** AND who are close con-
tacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19; who have returned from overseas in 
the past 14 days; or who are healthcare or aged care workers 

**headache, myalgia, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea 

 

People without symptoms should not be tested except in special circum-
stances such as recovered cases wishing to return to work in a healthcare fa-
cility or aged care facility or where requested by the department as part of 
outbreak management or enhanced surveillance. 

Infection Control  



Questions/Suggestions  

Since the Staff Suggestion box 
has been placed in Take 5 we 
have received multiple sugges-
tions which have been greatly 
appreciated. 

1) Need a nice area outside to 
sit and have lunch including 
shade areas 

We completely agree! There are 
plans in the works for this to oc-
cur and an application for fund-
ing has been submitted. Hope-

fully works will begin following completion of IHCC. 
 

2) Painted murals 

 Back brick wall of the hospital – HEESCO. Doctor/nurse theme, 
tie in with town murals 

Bernadette Wardle has spoken to the HEESCO team about having a 
mural painted at the hospital. The Heesco team have a proposed art-
work they would like either at the back wall of the hospital in Nicol st 
or potentially on the scout hall across the road. The proposed art-
work is visually stunning and would be one of the most iconic pieces 
in the collection. YDHS Board has decided that the scout hall would 
be a more appropriate location as it is on the main road in town and 
would not affect local parking and traffic should it become a tourist 
attraction for Yarram. It also is in direct line of sight for the hospital 
patients, staff and residents. 



Questions/Suggestions  

 Purple wall behind new reception –space. Suggestion – front  
architect scape of the old hospital façade-to tie old with the new 
and the architecture of the town. 

That does sound like a great idea, however we have already request-
ed a local aboriginal burnt wood art piece for this space which 
should tie in beautifully with the colour scheme of the new IHCC.  
 

3) Direct staff to wash fruit rather than use plastic wrap. 
This suggestion has been taken on and kitchen staff are no longer us-
ing plastic wrap on the fruit. 
 

4) Lawns need mowing. 
Yep, you are spot on! All this rain has made the grass grow like crazy. 
We have regular scheduled lawn mowing but we will check whether 
or not the schedule needs adjusting. 
 

Keep them coming! The only way we can move forward is together. 
The suggestion box is being checked weekly and replies to questions 
and suggestions will be posted to our Facebook Staff Group as well 
as in our Grapevine. 

 

Thanks Dave and Paul for the 
shout out in the suggestion box 
today! It made my day :) 

                                     - Steph 



Dear all, 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank and honour our nurse 
colleagues as we celebrate the 200th anniversary of Florence 
Nightingale’s birth on International Nurses Day. 

2020 has been an incredibly challenging year for so many reasons, 
not the least of which is the current pandemic that we continue to 
navigate through.  Now more than ever we need to ensure that we 
support and encourage each other.   

On behalf of Yarram and District Health Service and the senior man-
agement team, I would like to thank each of our nurses for the care, 
compassion and skill that you show each and every day to our pa-
tients, residents and clients. 

We couldn’t do it without you. 

 

Kathleen Fair RN 

Acting Director of Clinical Services 



Thank you for all you do! 

Also a big Thankyou to Angie  
and her team for the delicious  

morning tea and cupcakes! 











Just a reminder that our Facebook Staff Group has been created. 

We are using this platform to share memos, interesting articles and 
resources. 

If you have something you would like to share please email to  
executive.assistant@ydhs.com.au 

To find the group you can scan the below code with your mobile  
device or type in the search bar in Facebook “YDHS Staff”. From 
there you can request to join the group. 

 

Don’t forget to answer the security questions  
and agree to the group rules. 

 

Facebook Staff Group  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2622469531374306/


Wellness Hints & Tips  



 

Happy National Volunteers week from all of us at YDHS. Thank 
you to all of our YDHS Volunteers for the time, energy and 

friendship you give willingly to help those in our community. 
We are sorely missing all of our volunteers at the moment. 

Our staff, residents and patients are all looking forward to the 
day we can have you all back here with us #NVW2020  


